
Antarctica
and its global importance



Why is Antarctica a Significant Environment? 
Source 1

British Antarctic Survey Website

Because Antarctica is ‘remote, hostile and uninhabited’ 
it is largely free from the negative impacts humans 
have made on the other continents, and is therefore a 
good subject of scientific research. Scientists can 
measure, through Antarctica, what effects human 
activity has on our environment. This is significant 
because it can help us to adapt and measure our 
practices in relation to the environment.  

Antarctica also holds a lot of answers to questions 
about the history of planet earth, which is significant 
to understand in order to move forward in an 
environmentally responsible way. 

Antarctica is also significant because it is an amazing 
tourist destination with many thousands of people 
visiting each year. Some of these people may become 
strong advocates for preserving Antarctica.

http://bas.ac.uk/about/antarctica/why-antarctica-matters/


Why is Antarctica a Significant Environment? 
Source 2

WWF Website

Antarctica is significant because it is made up of a huge 
amount of fresh water, a vital resource we need to 
survive. Also, because it reflects the sun’s energy, 
temperatures throughout the world are lower and 
humans, as well as other animals, do not overheat. 

Antarctica is important because it affects the rest of the 
earth’s climate and ocean systems, protecting us from 
overheating, as well as flooding. 

Antarctica is significant because it is full of exotic animals, 
many of which are unique to the continent. Some, such as 
whales, are very important to the global ecosystem. 

This source shows me that there are many areas that make 
Antarctica significant, and that it is extremely important 
we understand the ways in which it can affect us.

http://bas.ac.uk/about/antarctica/why-antarctica-matters/


Why is Antarctica a Significant Environment? 
Source 3

Cool Antarctica Website

Antarctica is important because it acts 
as an indicator of climate change. As 
well as this, it holds a lot of history 
about the past of the world that can be 
uncovered in the future. Once it is, we 
will then be able to study how human 
intervention has changed the climate of 
the earth. This is significant because it 
allows us to find out more about issues 
that affect us, such as global warming. 
We will be able to figure out how much 
human activity has accelerated this 
problem, and potentially what we must 
do to solve it.

http://bas.ac.uk/about/antarctica/why-antarctica-matters/


What Impact do People Have on Antarctica?
Source 1

Cool Antarctica Website

The wildlife of Antarctica is being affected by human activity; 
some animals are being killed so that products such as their 
skin, for example, can be sold. As well as endangering these 
animals, it has a flow-on effect to other animals in the food 
chain, and therefore, the world ecosystem. If one animal’s 
numbers are significantly reduced, then their predators/prey 
will decrease/increase in number accordingly. 

People visiting and working in Antarctica are often neglectful 
of their waste and leave it in and around the continent, which 
then pollutes it and can harm the animals living there. Much 
of it takes centuries to decompose, meaning that this is a 
large, long term problem. 

This source shows me that humans are threatening 
Antarctica, often without realising it, and that despite 
attempts being made to improve the situation, a lot more 
needs to be done in the future to prevent Antarctica from 
becoming even more damaged.

http://www.coolantarctica.com/Antarctica%20fact%20file/science/human_impact_on_antarctica.php


What Impact do People Have on Antarctica?
Source 2

Australian Government's Website

This photograph shows ‘abandoned fuel 
drums’ at the ‘now-closed Wilkies Station’ in 
Antarctica. These drums are contaminating 
the Antarctic environment, including the 
animals. This shows that some people who 
have worked in Antarctica are causing severe 
harm to the environment. There are many 
pictures such as this on the internet, and they 
show the carelessness humans are treating 
the last untouched continent on earth with.  

In my opinion, people do not realise that 
Antarctica is not the pristine and beautiful 
place it is regularly made out to be.

http://www.coolantarctica.com/Antarctica%20fact%20file/science/human_impact_on_antarctica.php


What Impact do People Have on Antarctica?
Source 3

Live Science Website

This photograph shows a fur seal that has a 
piece of rubbish wrapped around its neck. This 
shows the direct impact of human waste on the 
environment. It is threatening the lives and 
wellbeing of animals.  

It is a well-known fact that, as well as getting 
caught in human waste (primarily plastic), 
animals may also accidentally ingest waste. 
This accumulates over time and is very 
dangerous. 

This photo shows me that human waste is not 
just affecting the environment of Antarctica - it 
is also affecting the wildlife and causing 
animals to suffer. This is a very bad impact, and 
it is possible that people do not realise the 
damage they are causing to innocent creatures.

http://www.coolantarctica.com/Antarctica%20fact%20file/science/human_impact_on_antarctica.php


What Impact do People Have on Antarctica?
Source 4

WWF Website

The biggest environmental issue in our time 
is global warming. The effects of global 
warming are most readily seen in the polar 
regions, including Antarctica.  

It has led to the collapse of ice shelves, 
most spectacularly, the Larsen B shelf in 
2002. The loss of ice shelves means that the 
flow of the glaciers behind them into the 
ocean accelerates. Melting of glacier ice 
contributes to rising sea levels. 

http://www.coolantarctica.com/Antarctica%20fact%20file/science/human_impact_on_antarctica.php


What Impact do People Have on Antarctica?
Source 1

Cool Antarctica Website

Is the Global Community doing enough to make sure Antarctica is Sustainable?
Source 1

Mining Website

This map of Antarctica shows which countries have 
claims in Antarctica. These, and 40 other countries, 
including the USA, have signed an Antarctic treaty in 
a bid to keep Antarctica as unspoilt and peaceful as 
possible. The fact that countries are looking at 
owning parts of Antarctica for conservation and 
research shows that they are taking responsibility for 
improving our environment and climate, and that 
they agree that Antarctica will be a key part of our 
future. All of the nations that have signed the Treaty 
are being extremely cooperative with each other and 
are sharing all the research they carry out. This has 
lead many to believe that the Treaty is indeed 
working, and that it is a good start to promoting 
sustainability in Antarctica.

http://www.coolantarctica.com/Antarctica%20fact%20file/science/human_impact_on_antarctica.php
http://www.mining.com/infographic-who-owns-antarctica-22885/


What Impact do People Have on Antarctica?
Source 1

Cool Antarctica Website

Is the Global Community doing enough to make sure Antarctica is Sustainable?
Source 2

Hockey Shtick Blog

This cartoon is based on a real-life event. It shows a Russian vessel, the 
Academik Shokalskiy (see inset), carrying researchers and scientists studying 
global warming, that got stuck in heavy ice in Antarctica. 

The cartoon mocks global warming researchers and portrays them as being 
biased; they are so convinced of their beliefs in global warming that even when 
their ship gets stuck in ice, they don’t recognise that it is ice, as they believe 
that ice has melted. 

I believe that the purpose of this cartoon is to show that humans are making an 
effort to investigate global warming, but that the people who are carrying out 
the investigations have greatly exaggerated the issue. This is shown by the man 
on the bow of the boat, who says he is in a ‘strangely hard, white and cold 
mud.’ He does not realise that his vessel is trapped in ice, because he expects 
that, because of global warming, it will all have melted.  

I think that the view of the cartoonist here is that global warming is not a 
problem, because there is more sea ice left than we imagine, and that we do 
not need to send people to investigate global warming. This piece is very 
biased and represents an extreme view on the issue. However, from reading 
about the issue of global warming, I know that many people do feel that it is 
indeed an issue and that people are not doing enough to make Antarctica 
sustainable.

http://www.coolantarctica.com/Antarctica%20fact%20file/science/human_impact_on_antarctica.php
http://hockeyschtick.blogspot.co.nz/2014/01/global-warming-ship-of-fools-cartoon.html


What Impact do People Have on Antarctica?
Source 1

Cool Antarctica Website

Is the Global Community doing enough to make sure Antarctica is Sustainable?
Source 3

Cool Antarctica Website

This source shows me that awareness has been raised, among 
those who live in Antarctica, about maintaining the environmental 
state, and that there is now close monitoring of human impact on 
the continent. Waste, which has been one of the biggest problems 
related to human activity on Antarctica, is now being disposed of 
in an ethical manner. This reflects a positive change, and shows 
that the global community has indeed made a conscious effort to 
make the living style of those in Antarctica sustainable. 

Using alternative energy sources is another positive step towards 
minimising pollution in Antarctica. 

This resource has shown me that the global community is taking 
steps to protect the environment and climate of Antarctica, but I 
do not believe that the information on this source is enough to 
draw an accurate conclusion as to whether enough is being done 
to make it sustainable.

http://www.coolantarctica.com/Antarctica%20fact%20file/science/human_impact_on_antarctica.php
http://hockeyschtick.blogspot.co.nz/2014/01/global-warming-ship-of-fools-cartoon.html


What Impact do People Have on Antarctica?
Source 1

Cool Antarctica Website

Is the Global Community doing enough to make sure Antarctica is Sustainable?
Source 4

NZ Herald Website

There have been attempts made to 
protect Antarctica fishing stocks. 
Recently, New Zealand was criticised 
for amending a proposal so as to 
reduce the proportion of Antarctica to 
be protected by 40% and allow some 
commercial fishing to continue.

http://www.coolantarctica.com/Antarctica%20fact%20file/science/human_impact_on_antarctica.php
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/news-cartoons/news/article.cfm?c_id=500814&objectid=10832258/2014/01/global-warming-ship-of-fools-cartoon.html

