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Anne Audain
Anne Audain was a middle-long distance runner from New 
Zealand who qualified for six consecutive Olympic Games in 
every event between and including the 800m and Marathon. 
She was born in Auckland and was adopted at birth. With 
severe bone deformities in both feet, excelling at sport was 
the last thing anyone expected her to do, but she persevered 
and made her dreams a reality. Despite not winning any 
medals at the Olympic Games, she has won a gold and silver 
medal, for the 3000m and 10,000m events respectively, at the 
Commonwealth games, and won a huge 75 road races in 
America in the 1980s. Anne was not afraid to challenge 
authority; in 1981 she accepted prize money at the first 
professional running event in 1981, something deeply frowned 
upon at the time, resulting in a ‘lifetime ban’ from her sport. 
This ban was later overturned and paved the way for more 
professional events in the future, making Anne both very 
respected, as well as a pioneer. Anne is a great example of 
how people can completely turn their situation around and do 
amazing things.



Chris Lewis
Chris Lewis was born in 1957 and was a 
professional tennis player from New Zealand. He 
was the eldest of three sons and grew up in 
Auckland. The greatest moment of his career was 
reaching the 1983 Wimbledon final, and the 
highest ranking he ever achieved in tennis was 
number 19. Despite not being as skilled with a 
racquet as many of his counterparts, he was said 
to be the fittest player in world tennis during 
the time he played, and did his best to outlast his 
opponents in terms of stamina. Aside from 
Wimbledon, Chris also won the Austrian, BMW 
and Auckland Open singles events. Doubles was 
also a strength of his - he won 8 titles in his 
last 12 years of playing tennis.



Peter Snell
Peter Snell was a middle-distance runner for 
New Zealand who excelled in both the 800 and 
1500 metre events. He was born in Taranaki and 
attended Mount Albert Grammar school, playing 
sports such as rugby, cricket, tennis and golf 
until his running potential was discovered by 
Arthur Lydiard, who eventually became his coach. 
Snell first found fame by winning the 800m race 
at the 1960 Rome olympics, despite being 
completely unknown to his competitors prior to 
the event. His amazing endurance and stamina 
allowed him to both win the race and set an 
Olympic record. Snell followed this up by winning 
the 800m and 1500m events at the 1964 Tokyo 
Olympics, a feat extremely difficult to achieve. 


