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Coming to a Town Near You 
Level 1 Geography Assessment 91011 

 Data Gathered by Cameron Pickering & Alex de Beer 
Report by Alex de Beer



1.0: Introduction 
a) Aim of Research:  
To determine which location, on Moana Avenue or Hibiscus Coast Highway, 
would be most optimal for a new business. 

b) Final Recommendation:  
I think that the best location for a camera shop would be on Moana Avenue, 
at the site which is currently the Kofte Kofte café. 

c) Photos of Locations Investigated: 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2.0: Report 
d) Findings 
1 & 2: Cadastral Map and Transect Maps  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Key: 
     = Street 
     = Parking Area 
     = No Parking Area

     = Zebra Crossing 
     = Bus Stop 
     = Loading Zone

     = Site of Proposed Shop 
     = Photo Site1

Figure 1
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Figure 2

Figure 3



These cadastral and transect maps show that Hibiscus Coast Highway runs 
along the beach and adjacent reserve. Commercial premises on this stretch 
of road have a nice outlook. This may be important to businesses where 
customers sit down and spend time on the premises, such as cafés. 
Businesses providing services to beachgoers would also be attracted to this 
area. 

The dominant buildings on Moana Avenue are the New World supermarket, 
the Orewa Library and Paper Plus. These largely cater to local residents. 
There is a huge amount of parking and the area is well supplied with zebra 
crossings, and has a bus stop. This means that accessibility is second to 
none. The area is a natural hub for locals going to Orewa to do their 
shopping. Neither area has a camera shop or a business that provides 
photographic services of any sort. 

Both streets have a residential component. 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3: Bar Charts and Pie Graphs Showing the Results of Pedestrian 
Counts 

From this data, I can see that in the time period in which these pedestrian 
counts occurred, the largest number of pedestrians (79) walked past the 
Orewa Library on Moana Avenue, followed by Casablanca on Hibiscus Coast 
Highway (62), then Kofte Kofte Restaurant on Moana Avenue (56), and 
finally Mozaik café on Hibiscus Coast Highway (43). More pedestrians were 
on Moana Avenue than were on Hibiscus Coast Highway. 

There did not seem to be much of an overall difference in the number of 
males and females recorded in these pedestrian counts, and I believe that 
these figures are likely to fluctuate significantly over short periods of time. 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Number & Gender of Pedestrians Passing Locations on 
Hibiscus Coast Highway & Moana Ave (Source: On Site 

Pedestrian Counts)
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56 Pedestrians Recorded by Age Category in a 15min 
Period Outside Kofte Kofte Restaurant, Moana Avenue, 

on Saturday 20th February
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62 Pedestrians Recorded by Age Category in a 15min Period 
Outside Casablanca Restaurant, Hibiscus Coast Highway, on 

Saturday 20th February
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79 Pedestrians Recorded by Age Category in a 15min 
Period Outside Orewa Library, Moana Avenue, on Saturday 

20th February
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43 Pedestrians Recorded by Age Category in a 15min Period 
Outside Mozaik Café, Hibiscus Coast Highway, on Saturday 20th 

February
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Figure 7

Figure 8



About half of the people recorded in total during these pedestrian counts 
were between 41 and 65 years old. This was consistent in each of the four 
locations that were investigated. The second most represented age group 
was the 18 - 40 year old group, while the most under-represented groups 
were the primary school age and secondary school age groups. I would have 
expected to see far greater numbers of children in Orewa in the weekend.  

I believe that this investigation may have been slightly flawed from the point 
of view of a fair test, because the range of ages within each age group I was 
given to work with, were significantly different to one another. However, 
even if the age groups had each spanned an equal range of ages, I would 
expect to have obtained similar results and drawn similar conclusions to 
those I did. 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4: Pictograms of Parking Spaces and Bus Stops 

 

These pictograms show that Moana Avenue has far more car parks (270) 
than the section of Hibiscus Coast Highway (30) that I investigated, as well 
as the only bus stop on the two streets. Virtually all of the carparks on each 
street offer parking for 120 minutes or (in the case of some parks outside 
New World Orewa) an unlimited amount of time. It is very rare for all the 
parks on Moana Avenue to be in use, unlike those on Hibiscus Coast 
Highway, making it the more accessible street to people travelling by car. 
The bus stop on Moana Avenue makes it very easy for people to travel there 
by bus.   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Figure 9

Figure 10



5: Types of Retail Outlets 

From this data, I can clearly see that the most common types of retailers on 
Moana Ave and Hibiscus Coast Highway are cafés and restaurants. There 
are a lot of retailers that sell essential products or services, such as clothing 
companies and medical services, while there are a far smaller number of  
entertainment and hobby stores. This means that it is likely to be easier to 
create a profitable hobby shop, such as a camera store, on either street, 
than a café, restaurant, or essential service, because there is far less 
competition. 

Cafés Restaurants
Food and 
Beverages

Apparel and 
Shoes Hairdressing

Health and 
Medical Banks Real Estate

Moana 
Avenue

South Side

Amy’s Café 
Casa del 
Gelato 
Little Rascal 
Café 
Homa 
Kebab Café 
Kofte Kofte 
Café

Nara Sushi 
Ship & 
Anchor Bar 
Muldoon’s 
Bar & 
Restaurant 
Kuna 
Restaurant

Cambosu 
Bakery & 
Pizzeria

His Place 
Calibre 
Hairdressing

Unichem 
Pharmacy 
Denturetech 
Orewa 
Angel Nail 
and Beauty

Mike Pero 
Real Estate

North Side

Chinese 
Takeaway

New World Beach Hut Hibiscus 
Coast 
Medical 
Centre

BNZ

Hibiscus 
Coast 

Highway

West Side

Creole’s Bar 
& Café 
Charlie 
Coco’s 
Mozaik 
Alley Katz 
Café 
Oliver’s 
Cafe 
Alley Katz 
Café

Subway 
Homemade 
Roast Meals 
The Sushi 
House 
Casablanca 
Coast Bar & 
Restaurant 
Wishing 
Well of India 
Thai Orewa 
Bolliwood 
Restaurant 
Mick’s 
Restaurant

Bottle O’ 
Orewa 
The Bin Inn 
The Bread 
Basket 
Bakery

Charisma 
Black Pepper 
Cobblestone 
Fashions 
Coast Shoe 
Repairs

Cut 2 Go Animal 
Health 
Centre 
Rosa 
Counselling

Barfoot & 
Thompson

East Side N/A

Bookstores Civic 
Services

Radio Gambling Travel Sporting 
Goods

General 
Stores

Architecture Homeware

Moana 
Avenue

South Side

Orewa 
Library 
Hibiscus 
Coast 
Laundromat

Orewa 
Lotto 
Plus

Factory 
Shop

North Side Paper Plus

Hibiscus 
Coast 

Highway

West Side

The Gossip 88.9 
Times 
(Radio)

TAB House of 
Travel 
Mondo 
Travel

The Bike 
Shop

The 123 
Mart

Jurando 
Architects

East Side N/A

 11



6: Photographs of Each Street 
6.1: Hibiscus Coast Highway - Photo 1 

 
 
6.2: Hibiscus Coast Highway - Photo 2 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Zebra Crossing 
This is the only proper zebra crossing in the 
section of Hibiscus Coast Highway we 
investigated, which means at peak hours some 
people may have to walk quite far in order to 
safely cross the road. It is directly in front of 
Casablanca restaurant, which is generally full of 
customers in the late afternoon and evening.

Parking 
The three yellow parks below 
(see inset) may only be used 
by motorbikes at all times. 
There is also dedicated car 
parking along the length of the 
street.

Vegetation 
There are a lot of trees and shrubs in this 
area. They are good in one respect because 
they make the street look attractive and 
contribute to Orewa’s image as a beautiful 
town, but they can obscure the advertising 
of some businesses, as well as the view 
from some cafés and restaurants.

Wide Pavements 
Like Moana Avenue (and most 
other parts of Orewa) the 
footpaths of Hibiscus Coast 
Highway are very wide and 
well maintained, encouraging 
pedestrian traffic.

Orewa Beach and Moana Reserve 
On hot days, this area can attract a lot of people who gather 
at the beach for a large amount of time, very close to 
Hibiscus Coast Highway. Businesses providing services to 
these customers are positively affected.

Great Views 
This restaurant has an upper section 
that allows customers to have a great 
view of the beach while they eat.

Alternative Crossing 
This crossing can be used by pedestrians 
that do not want to walk to the crossing 
a short distance away. They must give 
way to traffic though, which makes it less 
safe than the regular crossing.

More Parking 
Parking on the street outside the 
retail outlets here helps to improve 
customer access.

Figure 11

Figure 12



6.3: Moana Avenue - Photo 1 

 
 

6.4: Moana Avenue - Photo 2  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Bus Stop 
Throughout the day, a lot of people 
travelling into Orewa by bus get off 
here. This means that a lot of 
pedestrians travel through this area 
to reach where they need to go.

Zebra Crossing 
This crossing allows people to access 
both sides of the street safely and 
easi ly. There are multiple such 
crossings on Moana Ave, making it 
very pedestrian friendly.

Parking Galore 
There are over 170 parking spaces in 
this New World carpark that can be 
used by anyone. This means that for 
the majority of the time, parking in 
Moana Ave is not an issue.

Wide Footpaths 
These footpaths can facilitate 
a lot of pedestrian traffic 
because they are very wide. 
They give the street an open 
and inviting feel.

Plenty of Parking 
This parking lot provides a lot of parking spaces close 
to the surrounding shops, that can be parked in for up 
to two hours. There is additional parking on top of 
these businesses (see circle) that can be accessed 
using Tamariki Avenue.

Advertising Opportunity? 
This small island of pavement is an 
interesting area that businesses can place 
advertising material on. 

Saving the Planet 
This recycling area provides a convenient 
place for businesses on Moana Avenue to 
deposit their recycling, meaning that 
business operators do not have to travel 
far to get rid of the large amounts of 
recyclable material they no longer need, 
and so save time.

Corner Site 
The site of Kofte Kofte café has two 
sides that are facing the street, meaning 
that it has more street frontage than 
other buildings and is more likely to be 
noticed by pedestrians than other sites.

Figure 13

Figure 14



Both Moana Avenue and Hibiscus Coast Highway have very wide pavements 
that can facilitate large amounts of pedestrian traffic, making them very 
accessible and friendly to people who like to walk or bike around Orewa. 
Moana Avenue has far more parking spaces than Hibiscus Coast Highway, 
mainly due to the New World carpark. It also has the only bus stop on the 
two streets, and has three zebra crossings to Hibiscus Coast Highway’s one. 
These features make it by far the more accessible street of the two. 

In terms of location, Hibiscus Coast Highway, unlike Moana Avenue, is 
directly opposite Orewa Beach and Moana Reserve, which provides a great 
view for people eating in its cafés and restaurants. 

Moana Avenue has an area for businesses to deposit recycling. It has a 
number of drawcards for local residents, such as New World and the library. 
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e) Conclusion 

After examining the findings of my investigation, I came to the conclusion 
that a camera shop is a business that would be suited to either of the two 
streets. This is because there are very few hobby shops on either street, 
and no shops dedicated to selling cameras within a close vicinity, meaning 
that a camera shop here would be unlikely to encounter much competition. 
Cameras are relatively expensive, so I believe that the target market for my 
camera shop would be people in the 18 - 65 age group, because these 
people are generally earning money. People aged between 41 and 65, were 
the largest group of people recorded in my pedestrian counts in both 
streets. 

Moana Avenue and Hibiscus Coast Highway have their own advantages and 
disadvantages in terms of features that make them each attractive 
propositions to different business. The location of Hibiscus Coast Highway 
makes it an attractive proposition for establishments such as cafés and 
businesses catering for beachgoers, while the accessibility of Moana Avenue 
makes it more suited to businesses catering for the everyday needs of 
residents. 

I believe that Moana Avenue is a better location for a camera shop, than the 
section of Hibiscus Coast Highway that I investigated. I also believe that on 
Moana Avenue, the site that would be most suited to having a camera store 
would be the site that is currently the Kofte Kofte café. This is for a number 
of reasons: 

Pedestrian Traffic: 
According to my pedestrian counts, Moana Avenue generally has the most 
pedestrian traffic of either street. I believe that this is due, in part, to the 
fact that the Orewa Library and New World supermarket, two large buildings 
that people regularly frequent, are both based on Moana Avenue. This 
means that a shop placed on Moana Avenue is likely to receive more 
exposure than one placed on Hibiscus Coast Highway, due to the greater 
number of pedestrians walking past it. 

Accessibility: 
The accessibility of any business is quite possibly the most important factor 
to consider when choosing a location, and Moana Avenue is clearly the more 
accessible street of the two. This is because it has over eight times the car 
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parks of the section of Hibiscus Coast highway I investigated, and the only 
bus stop. It also has three zebra crossings to Hibiscus Coast Highway’s one, 
meaning that pedestrians have no trouble navigating across the street 
safely and quickly, no matter where they may be. 
 
Location: 
It is very important for some businesses, such as cafés, to have good 
surroundings because this means that customers will enjoy the atmosphere 
the surroundings provide. Hibiscus Coast Highway has arguably the better 
location of the two streets I have investigated because it runs alongside 
Orewa Beach.  

However, when situating themselves, other business types do not consider 
location as important as other factors, such as the cost to rent or purchase 
a site, the site’s accessibility and pedestrian exposure. I think that these 
other factors, are far more important than location, when choosing a place 
for a camera shop. As previously discussed, Moana Avenue is clearly the 
more accessible street of the two, which alone makes it the best option. 

The reason that I have chosen to situate my camera shop on the site that is 
currently Kofte Kofte café, is because it is a corner site, meaning that two 
sides of it are exposed to the street rather than the usual one. The main side 
of it is also north facing, unlike most of the shops on Hibiscus Coast 
Highway, and those on the other side of Moana Avenue. This is 
geographically important, because north facing properties receive more sun, 
and consequently more warmth and light, so are more desirable, than their 
counterparts that face in different directions. The site is fairly large in 
relation to other shops, and its positioning directly in the middle of the 
street grabs the attention of any pedestrians passing by. 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f) Evaluation of the Research Process 
Aims:  
My aim does not specify the size of the site needed. This would influence 
what options are available. I didn’t have any information as to whether any 
of the residential sites were zoned for commercial use and so could not use 
these as part of my analysis. I did not know whether public buildings such as 
the library would be available to choose as a location. 

Data Collection & Recording: 
Cameron and I had limited class time in which to go to Orewa. This meant 
that we felt slightly rushed to record our data and did not get to fully go 
over the assessment brief, and learn about how to collect data such as 
pedestrian counts. 

There were several issues with the pedestrian counts Cameron and I 
conducted during school time. Originally, we did not realise that we had to 
record pedestrians on both sides of the street at each location, so our first 
count only included pedestrians on one side. To make up for this, we 
counted pedestrians on the other side of our respective streets on our 
second count. However, in retrospect it would have made more sense to 
record both sides of each street on our second count, and discard the 
results of the first count. This is because we were left with data that was 
recorded on two different days, at two different times and in varying 
weather conditions. This made it difficult to draw a valid conclusion as to 
whether there were generally more pedestrians on one side of each road 
than the other.  

For our third pedestrian count, we each chose a new location on one street 
and recorded pedestrian data there, on both sides of the street this time. 
This count was again conducted at a different time and in different weather 
conditions to our previous counts, meaning that it was difficult to make a 
comparison between these counts too. Finally, because these counts were 
conducted during school hours, we did not record an accurate 
representation of the pedestrians that would be found on either street the 
majority of the time - outside of school hours and during the weekends.  

Therefore, for all of the above reasons, I decided that a better reflection of 
the pedestrian count could be obtained by doing a count at two different 
locations on each street at a time when children were not at school. I 
considered this data to be more meaningful and therefore used only this 

 17



data in my analysis. I went into Orewa during the weekend and recorded 
pedestrian data on both sides of two places in each street. Each count took 
15 minutes, and they were all recorded in a span of under one hour and 30 
minutes. This meant that I was able to make better comparisons between 
the data recorded in all of these counts, because they were all made at 
roughly the same time, on the same day, in the same weather conditions.  

To make sure that my findings were accurate, I would have liked to repeat 
each of my pedestrian counts several times over several days, but I did not 
have the time to do this and so had to use the results of only a single set of 
counts. The pedestrian counts may also have been inaccurate to some 
degree because Cameron and I may have guessed the age category of the 
pedestrians that walked by incorrectly. However, there was little we could do 
about this, other than survey the people that walked by, which would have 
been very impractical. 

I think that our recording of the retail outlets in each area went well, 
although it did take us two periods. If we had been very efficient I think that 
we could have collected the data for both streets in a single period. I tried to 
take photographs of each street during the time we were recording other 
data, and I think this worked well because we did not have to dedicate any 
additional time to taking photos while we were out in Orewa. I also took a lot 
of reference photos, which were useful because we did not have to count 
carparks and document other features of each street while we were in 
Orewa - instead we could do this when we were back in the classroom.  

In order to confirm the conclusions I have obtained from this data, I would 
have liked to have been able to repeat each pedestrian count multiple times 
over a longer time period. 

Presenting & Analysing Data: 
I found some parts of the data presentation quite difficult. I did not take 
geography as a subject in year 10, and so was unaware of some of the 
geographic conventions around presenting data. When making my bar 
graph, I originally used vertical bars, but after researching online, I found out 
that in geography, the bars must be horizontal. I was also unaware that the 
bars could be stacked, and that they must always be placed with the largest 
bar at the bottom and the smallest at the top. However, these were minor 
issues and I had little difficulty correcting these. I made similar mistakes on 
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my pictograms, but fixed these too. I also forgot to include several features 
in my transect maps, such as a north point labels for each street, but these 
issues were easy to correct. I think that the annotation of my photos went 
well, with very few issues, and that they are very informative as to the 
features of each road. However, the issue with photos is that they only 
capture a single moment in time and may not be typical of general trends 
such as the number of pedestrians or traffic flow. 

It was difficult to explain what each piece of data I had obtained showed me 
without repeating some points multiple times, because some pieces of data 
showed similar things, in particular the transect and cadastral maps. In the 
end I decided to analyse the maps together because they were so similar. 

The geographic concept I incorporated into my report is accessibility, as this 
is one of the cornerstones upon which my conclusion is based. 

Validity of Results 
Regarding validity, the pedestrian counts that I used in my report were all 
obtained on a single day. It is possible that they may not be representative 
of the usual pedestrian traffic in Moana Avenue and Hibiscus Coast 
Highway, as one would anticipate that there could be considerable variation 
in pedestrian counts from day to day and from one part of the day to 
another. This means that the pedestrian count may give some indication but 
is unreliable. In order to obtain reliable results, one would have to collect 
data on many different days and at different times of the day to ensure that 
the data gives an accurate picture of pedestrian traffic in the area. 

Pedestrian counts may be influenced by many factors, such as the weather, 
special events, whether children are at school, and whether people are at 
work. 

I may have incorrectly guessed the age group of some of the pedestrians 
during my pedestrian counts.  

As with the pedestrian counts, the age group data may be different at 
different times of the day or the week, therefore I cannot reliably base my 
conclusions on a single sampling. 
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Regarding the availability of parking spaces, the presence of bus stops and 
pedestrian crossings, I think that my data is accurate because I 
photographed all of these features and checked them later. 
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